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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application. 
Listing of Claims 

1.-20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Currently Amended) A chimeric polypeptide comprising flte - feiypepttd e 

•• listing of the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO - .?- v> hcrcw rk 
!'!••=< • •„ roiypeptide fragments each comprise at least 15 - • 'J o ^ \> 

;:-o - ' ■ - J so as to form an immunogenic chimeric polypeptide, wkvo'U the 
. is: iK>:> r-- , an antibody that specifically binds to the ' > \ ^ ' 

ihc :;rmn<? :;i-k ^'juoiK''. s et forth as SEQ 1DNQ:2 . 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising fee 

a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, diluent or adjuvant and an 

ID NQ:2 . 

24. (Previously Presented) A pharmaceutical composition comprising the 
chimeric polypeptide of claim 21 and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, diluent or adjuvant. 
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25. (Previously Presented) A method for prophylactic or therapeutic 



treatment of S. pyogenes infection in a host susceptible to S. pyogenes infection comprising 
administering to said host a prophylactic or therapeutic amount of the composition according to 
claim 23. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 25 wherein the 
host is a neonate, an infant, a child, an immunocompromised host, an adult, or an elderly person. 



treatment of S. pyogenes infection in a host susceptible to S. pyogenes infection comprising 
administering to said host a prophylactic or therapeutic amount of the composition according to 
claim 24. 



I - pharyngitis, erysipelas, impetigo, scarlet fever, «^4avastve-dAseases-«ttdb-a5 
bacteremia., «frd--or . necrotizing fasciitis-^H^v^-HH^ 



32. (Currently Amended) A method for diagnosis of S. pyogenes infection in 
a host susceptible to S. pyogenes infection comprising: 

a) obtaining a biological sample from the host; 

b) incubating an antibody or am , ■:• I ; fragment thereof h*-*?-^-*5-!+ \i 
: - ; t-R-tt &-«jrH-m \ iML^viik L..L..:. : ...h..::.: :.:.....:..L:.LL/:L u:r:.l:v.U:.'.:::.:.J [::.: 

.\ . o v ^ v o \ \Mth the biological sample to form a mixture; and 

c) detecting specifically bound antibody or bound % fragment in the 
mixture which indicates the presence of S. pyogenes in the host. 



27.-29. 



(Cancelled) 



30. (Previously Presented) A method for prophylactic or therapeutic 
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33. (Currently Amended) A method for the detection of antibody specific to 
S. pyogenes m^ky^v'm a biological sample containing or suspected of containing said antibody 
comprising 

a) obtaining the biological sample from a host; 

b) incubating oae - o. xJypgpiuk* m ooi\ > the biological 
sample - ; • v- ^ lo form a mixture , • 

identical to the amnio acid sequence set forth as SEP IP NQ.2, $ » . i r \ : ,1 jj> 

sad (iii) an. isolated polyp e ptide that con " no d; 

- x ^' !.• is- the isolated pol ypeptide is capable 

o polyp ; \tde consisting of the amino acid sequel v *.. ^ N • % ■ 

NO:2; and 

c) detecting specifically bound «a^gwhef^e»ad-#a^aealpolypep<ide in the 
mixture which indicates the presence of antibody specific to S. pyogenes in the sample. 

34. -35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently Amended) K-i4- \ *: comprising an isolated polypqnu k 4w 
pek-j :•, \ '•' lor detection or diagnosis of S. pyogenes infection >\ < • • i 




s ; ^ lypeptide is capable of 

>}h:}hlu;.22 :.:.ik \:. : ; ■ r ■■'.}.■ ■■• : ., ■: ;:;:>ino acid 
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37. (Currently Amended) k-*;- '•• k comprising the chimeric polypeptide 
according to rnha claim 2 1 eL..^.i..l!li'..±l,fo r detection or diagnosis of S. pyogenes infection. 

38. (New) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 23 wherein the isolated 
polypeptide consists of an amino acid sequence at least 95% identical to the amino acid sequence 
set forth as SEQ ID NO:2. 

39. (New) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 23 wherein the isolated 
polypeptide consists of the amino acid sequence set forth as SEQ ID NO:2. 

40. (New) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier, diluent or adjuvant and an isolated polypeptide that comprises an amino acid 
sequence at least 95% identical to the amino acid sequence set forth as SEQ ID NO:2, wherein 
the polypeptide elicits an antibody that specifically binds to a polypeptide that consists of the 
amino acid sequence set forth as SEQ ID NO:2. 

41 . (New) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 40 wherein the isolated 
polypeptide comprises the amino acid sequence set forth as SEQ ID NO:2. 

42. (New) A chimeric polypeptide comprising a polypeptide consisting of an 
amino acid sequence at least 90% identical with the amino acid sequence set forth as SEQ ID 
NO:2, or an antigenic fragment of the polypeptide, wherein the antigenic fragment consists of at 
least 15 contiguous amino acids of SEQ ID NO:2, and wherein the chimeric polypeptide elicits 
an antibody that specifically binds to a polypeptide that consists of the amino acid sequence set 
forth as SEQ ID NO:2. 

43. (New) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier, diluent or adjuvant and the chimeric polypeptide of claim 42. 
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44. (New) A method for inducing an immune response against S. pyogenes in 
a host, said method comprising administering to the host the composition according to any one 
of claims 23 and 38-41. 

45. (New) A method for inducing an immune response against S. pyogenes in 
a host, said method comprising administering to the host the composition according to either 
claim 24 or claim 43. 

46. (New) A method for prophylactic or therapeutic treatment of S. pyogenes 
infection in a host susceptible to S. pyogenes infection comprising administering to said host a 
prophylactic or therapeutic amount of the composition according to any one of claims 38-41. 

47. (New) The method according to claim 46 wherein the 5*. pyogenes 
infection is pharyngitis, erysipelas, impetigo, scarlet fever, bacteremia, or necrotizing fasciitis. 

48. (New) A method for prophylactic or therapeutic treatment of S. pyogenes 
infection in a host susceptible to S. pyogenes infection comprising administering to said host a 
prophylactic or therapeutic amount of the composition according to claim 43. 
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